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Although visual agnosia has been classified in-
to apperceptive and associative, the dichotomy has
been criticized by many authors, among them the
proposal of integrative visual agnosia (Riddoch and
Humphreys, 1987) was notable. Here we report a 61
year-old female who suffered bilateral occipital lobe
infarction. She had a marked impairment in visual
object recognition, along with good tactile identifi-
cation and a preserved ability to copy. Her stored
knowledge of object was shown to be intact. Her
performance in recognizing overlapping figures
was poor. Furthermore, she often identified a
wrong object, in part due to incorrect grouping. To
further investigate her ability in integrating form

information, two tasks were done : (1) Object deci-
sion task. Two kinds of figures were randomly
shown, half of which were drawings of common ob-
jects, while other half were chimeric objects which
we created by transposing the parts from two real
objects. Her task was to judge whether the object
was real or not. She judged all figures real. (2) Com-
pound letter task. She always identified the global
letter first and had difficulty in identifying the local
letters. These results indicated she could not code
and group individual form elements, which was
compatible with the impairment suggested in the
integrative visual agnosia.
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