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% Visual Perception Tests

Identification of familiar faces

Family members 0/4
Hospital staff 0/4
Perception and discrimination of faces
Perception of facial features 5/5
Discrimination of unfamiliar faces
whole faces 8/10
whole faces without hair 9/10
upper half faces 10/10
lower half faces 10/10
Matching of unfamiliar faces
frontal views 4/6
three-quarter views 15/24
frontal views under different lighting conditions 13/24
Perception of facial expression, gender, and age
facial expression 5/5
gender 6/6
age 6/6
General visual perception
Picture perception Normal
Perception of overlapping figures 22/36
Gestalt completion test 1/14
Perception of Kanizsa’s triangle Normal
Real object naming 20/20
Visual construction
Block-design test Normal
Picture copying test Normal
HREA
BFRADWH 0 2 4 ) 8 10 14 16
BHADIETR 0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16
RIEDER 5 6
EHBEHR
REF5 6 7 8
EeEES 5 6
KIFOWHR 5 )
B DI BR 6 8
ZEOH 6 8
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The difference in familiar faces during recovering phase of prosopagnosia :

a case of prosopagnosia improving only in recognition of family members

Hideharu Furumoto*

*Department of Neurology, Kawatetsu Chiba Hospital

A case of prosopagnosia of “associative form”
with lesion confined to the right fusiform gyrus and
lingual gyrus is reported. The patient’s “percep-
tion” level was not impaired. His verbal descrip-
tions and drawings of familiar persons were satis-
factory. 3 years later, he could not still recognize
familiar faces except those of his family members.
According to the current hypothesis, his symptoms
might be interpreted as a disconnection between

“memory of faces” and perception. However, the
concept of “memory of faces” is very ambiguous
and not strictly formulated. Following the hypothe-
sis of Damasio, we prefer to see the memory as a
general attribution of any part of the brain. It is not
necessary to differentiate memory from perception,
and prosopagnosia should be considered as one im-
pairment in visual information processing itself.

(Japanese Journal of Neuropsychology 15 ; 132-139, 1999)



