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A case of semantic dementia

Kenji Hara*, Minoru Matsuda™*, Hideko Mizuta***

*Department of Neurology, Hyogo Prefectural Tsukaguchi Hospital
**Department of Neurology, Shiga Prefectural Medical Center
***Department of Rehabillitation, Itami Municipal Hospital

We reported a patient with selective impair-
ment of semantic memory. A 69-year-old, right-
handed woman presented with about one year his-

tory of progressive loss of names of utensils, veg-
etables, and others. However, her family members
have not noticed her memory disturbance about
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day-to-day events. Her family history and medical
history were not contributory. Neurological exami-
nations revealed no abnomalities. Neuropsychologi-
cally, she was alert and cooperative. She was atten-
tive and appropriate except for her response de-
scribed as the followings. Her spontaneous speech
was normal with excellent repetition, while object
naming was impaired. She could not name objects
or drawings shown to her. Concerning somethings
among them, she could not understand what it was
even presented through other sensory modalities.
Additionally she could not recognize environmental
sounds, sounds of musical instruments, and famil-
iar songs. However, visuospatial abilities were ex-
cellent. Her autobiographical memory was well-
preserved.

Consequently a unique symptom of our patient
could not be expained as notions of transcortical

MR LEE E15BELE

sensory aphasia, associative visual agnosia, or au-
ditory agnosia because her cognitive impairment is
not confined to a single modality. Therefore the
clinical syndrome of our patient is likely to be se-
mantic memory disorders. Despite her profound
impairment of semantic memory, her episodic
memory was well-preserved. Neuroradiologically
cranial MRI revealed left temporal lobe atrophy
particularly the lateral and lower portion. Atrophy
was most severe in the left temporal tip. ¥™Tec-
HMPAOQ SPECT showed decreased cerebral blood
flow in the same region. Although the neuropatho-
logical basis of the syndrome of our patient remains
unsettled, the degenerative process is thought to
be likely. We consider the clinical syndrome of our
case reported here as semantic dementia described
by Snowden and Hodges.
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