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An ambidextral case with pure agrammatism

Toru Takizawa*, Kimiko Asano*, Susumu Morimune**
Kazuo Hadano®**, Toshihiko Hamanaka****,

*Department of Speech Therapy, Kyoto Municipal Rehabilitation Center for Handicapped
**Department of Neurology, Kyoto Municipal Rehabilitation Center for Handicapped

***National Institute of Neuropsychiatry

****Department of Neuropsychiatry, Nagoya City University

We described an ambidextral patient (C.H.)
with agrammatism in sentence production. C.H.’s
performance was characterized by the omission
and substitutionof grammatical category (closed
class) words in all sentence production tasks (from
spontaneous speech to repetition, oral reading, and
writing). In contrast to her impaired sentence pro-

duction performance, C.H. had no difficulty insen-
tence comprehension or had little difficulty in pro-
duction of lexical category (open class) words. With
the exception of agrammatism, her speech was flu-
ent. No anarthria nor disprosody was detected in
her speech, and phrase length was not so reduced
as Broca aphasic patient’s. These suggested that
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her agrammatism wss not a central deficit, and
that her linguistic performances might not get in
the context of the symptomatology of Broca apha-
sics in general.It was argued that her agramma-
tism was a selective deficit and seemed to be re
sponsible for the disruption of retrieval of gram-

187

matical category words in sentence production.
Neuro-anatomically, her language deficit, agram-
matism, may beexplained on the ground that her
laterality of language functions is different from
dextral aphasic patients because she is ambidex-
tral.

{Japanese Journal of Neuropsychology 14 ; 179-187, 1998)



