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Using a standardized remote memory test for
public events / facts, we studied retrograde amne-
sia in 15 patients with early Alzheimer’s disease,
focusing on its temporal gradient and the relation-
ship between retrograde amnesia and other cogni-
tive impairments including anterograde amnesia.
As compared with 18 age-, sex- and education-
matched healthy aged subjects, patients with
Alzheimer’s disease showed a significantly lower
performance on the remote memory test over the
time period before symptom onset. A mild but sig-
nificant temporal gradient was demonstrated. In
patients with Alzheimer’s disease, no significant
correlation was found between performance on the

remote memory test and severity of functional and
cognitive impairments including scores of the Clin-
ical Dementia Rating scale, Mini-Mental State Ex-
amination, Raven Colored Progressive Matrices,
and Alzheimer’s Disease Assessment Scale, and
FIQ of the Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale-Re-
vised. Performance on the remote memory test did
not correlated with the sum of general memory
score of the Wechsler Memory Scale-Revised.
These results suggested that retrograde amnesia in
Alzheimer’s disease has a temporal gradient, and
further supported the hypothesis that retrograde
amnesia is independent from anterograde amnesia
and from general intellectual decline.
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