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Naming therapy in chronic aphasics :

Assessment of word-finding-difficulty type, therapy efficacy, item generalization, and task generalization

Takao Fushimi*, Kaoru Tsuruta**, Tsutomu Suzuki***, Hisako Monoi**, Itaru F. Tatsumi*

*Tokyo Metropolitan Institute of Gerontology
**Tokyo Metropolitan Geriatric Hospital
***Tokyo Bokutou Hospital

Word-finding difficulty can be considered as a
consequence of impairment in specification of the
semantic information, transformation of informa-
tion from the semantic system to phonological rep-
resentations, or access to the phonological repre-
sentations. In the current study, therapy efficacy,
item generalization, and task generalization were
explored in three chronic aphasics in relation to
word-finding-difficulty type. All patients showed
deficits in picture naming and naming-to-definition,
with frequent semantic paraphasia but less im-
paired comprehension. One case showed strong
frequency / familiarity effects on both naming
tasks. These results suggest that each patient had
an impairment mainly in transmission of informa-
tion from the semantic system to the phonological
representations, and that the case with frequency /

familiarity effects had a further impairment in ac-
cess to the phonological representations. In each
patient, a therapy involving written naming, read-
ing aloud, and repeating significantly improved pic-
ture naming performance for the treated items al-
though the case with access-to-phonology impair-
ment improved more slowly than others. No pa-
tients exhibited a clear improvement in picture
naming for the untreated items although all pa-
tients showed substantial improvement in naming-
to-definition performance for the items treated
with picture-naming therapy, contrary to the item-
and task-generalization for patients with semantic
impairment observed in previously reported stud-
ies. These findings indicates therapy efficacy and
its generalization to untreated items depend on
word-finding-difficulty type.

(Japanese Journal of Neuropsychology 14 ; 129-136, 1998)



