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A case of ideational apraxia

— an impairment in the sequence of acts —

Fumiko Ohshima*, Katsuhiko Takeda**, Mituaki Bandou™**,
Kiyoharu Inoue*

*Department of Neurology, Yokohama Rousai Hospital
**Department of Rehabilitation, Tokyo Metropolitan Institute for Neuroscience
***Department of Neurology, Tokyo metropolitan geriatric Hospital

We reported a 64-year-old right-handed man
whose performances were impaired when he had
to arrange the sequential stages of complex ac-
tions. He showed neither sensory motor distur-
bances nor aphasia and dementia. He performed on

a single object use test correctly with and without
the actual manipulation of object. On the contrary,
the patient failed on a multiple objects use test both
with and without the actual manipulation. On the
latter test, the most frequent errors were those of
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sequence, while errors of misuse were not shown.
MRI of this patient demonstrated an infarction of
the left parieto-occipital lobe region. Unfortunately,
there has been much confusion about the meaning
of the term ideational apraxia. Both the inability to
carry out a series of acts, and the inability to use

MELHEE B UEELE

actual objects has been called ideational apraxia.
Our case was pure type of ideational apraxia who
cannot perform sequence acts. Our findings sup-
port the view that the impairment in the correct
sequencing of acts is linked to left parieto-occipital
lobe damages.

(Japanese Journal of Neuropsychology 14 ; 42-48, 1998)



