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A case of isolated retrograde amnesia
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We reported a child who developed severe ret-
rograde amnesia without anterograde amnesia fol-
lowing meningoencephalitis.

A 12-year-old, right-handed boy was admitted
on April 29, 1992 suffering from fever, vomiting and
disturbance of consciousness. Examination of his
cerebrospinial fluid revealed an elevated protein
level and moderate pleocytosis. His coma persisted
for several days. After regaining consciousness,
neurological examination was normal, but he was
mute. He began to speak gradually and at this time
his dense retrograde amnesia became apparent.

His retrograde amnesia included both public
events and autobiographical material, and it cov-
ered his entire life. Previously acquired informa-
tion, — such as word meaning, social tradition, ge-
ography, history, etc — was lost. He also exhibited
impaired recognition of previously familiar persons

either through their faces and voices or through
their names. He could not correctly identify any of
the photographed faces of famous persons. These
findings could be interpreted as a deficit of seman-
tic memory. On the other hand, his anterograde
memory was intact, his learning abilities remained
excellent, and his performance on intelligence tests
was within the normal range.

Isolated retrograde amnesia indicates the in-
dependence of anterograde and retrograde memory
mechanisms and that learning abilities for new in-
formation and recollection abilities for old informa-
tion involve different neural structures.

It was argued that isolated retrograde amnesia
is different from the amnesic syndrome in contents
of retrograde amnesia, from the viewpoint that iso-
lated retrograde amnesia represented to some ex-
tent a deficit of semantic memory.

(Japanese Journal of Neuropsychology 14 ; 26-33, 1998)



