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The selective impairment of general knowledge following
left temporal lobe damage

Minoru Matsuda*, Hidehiko Nabatame*, Kazuo Nakamura*,
Norio Suzuki* *

*Department of Neurology, Shiga Prefectural Medical Center

**Department of Speech Therapy, Shiga Prefectural Medical Center

Two cases developed impairment of general
knowledge about the world after cerebral
hemorrhage in left temporal lobe. Both cases
showed mild or moderate anomic aphasia, but
they did not lose the ability to understand

word and object meaning. They exhibited,
however, the breakdown of general memory for
tradditional annual events and for the histori-
cal and geographical facts. Therfore, the type
of their impairment of semantic memory differs
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from the clinical features observed in semantic content included in the concept of “semantic
dementia, or in the case with object meaning memory”, and the possibility that there exist
amnesia. We discussed the diversity of the various forms of semantic memory disorder.

(Japanese Journal of Neuropsychology 13 ; 232-241, 1997)



