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Does the reality orientation of DAT (dementia of Alzheimer type)
Patients go back to the past as the disease gets worse? :
A trend in the Price Test

Katsuo Yamanaka*, Kuniaki Tanaka**, Kunihiro Isse* * *,
Kazuhiro Fujita*

*Department of Special Education, Tsukuba University

*+*Tokyo Metropolitan Tama Geriatric Hospital

***Tokyo Metropolitan Ebara Hospital

DAT patients can recall remote events better
than recent ones. We have demonstrated that
the period of retrograde amnesia extends back
to the past with the progression of the disease,
and we have an impression that they seem to
take the most recent “past world” they can
recall as the “present world” in reality. The
purpose of our present study is to show whether
the reality orientation goes back to the past
in DAT with the progression of the disease.
The price test was applied to 24 mild patients

(FAST =functional assessment stage= 4), 24
moderate DAT patients (FAST=5), 24 severe
DAT patients (FAST= 6), and 90 normal sub-
jects, all with the age range of 60-89 years. It
was found that the time for the prices the pa-
tients answered goes back to the past with the
progression of the disease, suggesting that the
degree of reality disorientation may well be
related to the advancement of retrograde am-
nesia.

(Japanese Journal of Neuropsychology 13 ; 207-214, 1997)



