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On relevance theory

Kunihiko Imai

Department of English, Gakushuin University

After an overview of the basic tenets of
Relevance Theory, including in particular the
Principle of Relevance, the paper advocates
that full-fledged psychological investigations be
undertaken into the human ability to manipulate
highly complex meta-representations in verbal
understanding. A need is also pointed out for
a more satisfactory line of demarcation between
‘implicatures’ and ‘higher-level explicatures’
than is currently available.

The claims made respectively by the ‘inference
rule’ school and by the ‘mental model’ school
concerning propositional reasoning are weighed,

albeit without any definitive conclusion. A few

pieces of folk psychological evidence are of-
fered, however, which might attenuate the view
that seems to be shared by both schools, namely,
that modus ponens is easier to perform than
modus tollens.

It is also maintained that both psychology
and pragmatics should endeavour to explain the
nature not only of the deductive aspects of in-
ference but also of its inductive aspects, in
particular, those sweeping inductive generalisa-
tions that frequently have to be made in every-
day reasoning in order to capture certain types
of utterance-implicatures.

(Japanese Journal of Neuropsychology 13 ; 158-161, 1997)



