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We reported a 82-year-old right handed fe-
male patient with senile dementia of the Alz-
heimer's type and mild fluent aphasia. The pa-
tient read aloud kana-words almost perfectly
but not kanji-words, misreading certain kanji-
words applying another pronunciation of their
component characters. She read F# (/d3o:gi
/=ruler) asteiki / (=commutation ticket) and
defined it in keeping with the mispronunci-
ation. However, the semantic priming effect for
F3 was observed when preceded by £4% (pen-

cil) but not ¥J#&F (ticket). The result suggested
the existence of “normal” recognition processes
for 5£4# despite the unsuccessful responses in
reading. We discussed the neuropsychological
(1) the
phenomenon reflected dissociation between vol-

implications of this case as follows :

untary (explicit) and automatic (implicit) rec-
ognition processes ; (2) it supported dual-route
model of reading ; (3) the patient’s reading was
considered as that observed in surface dyslexia
in Japanese.

(Japanese Journal of Neuropsychology 13 ; 117-120, 1997)



