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The mental world of patients with Alzheimer’s disease
—from the view of psychiatry—

Naohiko Takahata

Department of Neuropsychiatry, Sapporo Medical University

Vision and mind have been considered to
have a close relationship. Imaging of the brain
of patients suffering from Alzheimer’s disease
with MRA and SPECT revealed a remarkable
morphological and functional alteration of the
parietal lobe, which is a vulnerable site evoking
visual agnosia. Analysis by vision analyzer in
the patient revealed visuospatial disturbance,
visual symptoms related to Balint’s syndrome
and disturbances of intracerebral manipulation

of visual images. Based on these findings, the
visual world of the patient was characterized
as a vague, plain, constricted and constrained,
and somehow asymbolic one, so that the men-
tal world of the patient was considered to be
a chaotic mixture of realistic and unrealistic
experiences, representing specific
such as confabulation and the mirror pheno-

menon.

symptoms

(Japanese Journal of Neuropsychology 13 ; 6-13, 1997)



