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A case of left-hemisphere dominant degenerative
dementia showing a remarkable logoclonia
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A right-handed 67-year-old male developed
an insideous onset of language disturbance at
age 64. His speech gradually deteriorated until
his family could not understand his utterances
except for some cliches. He was, however, al-
most totally independent in activeties of daily
living and continued to drive without apparent
difficulty. At examination, he was a neat and
polite man. Physical and neurological findings
were not remarkable. He spoke fluently and
sometimes incessantly with farly good articula-
tion and with normal prosody. His speech,
however, consisted of some empty phrases and
of remarkable amount of logolconia without

any informative vocabularies. Coprehension was
severely impaired. From a linguistic point of
view, lexical and semantic functions were dis-
tonished, and syntactic function was severely
impaired, with phonological ability being fairly
intact.

MRI revealed moderate brain atrophy with
slight emphasis on the left hemisphere. 1'*
SPECT study demonstrated markedly decreased
CBF in the left hemisphere except for the
primary motor and sensory areas. CBF in the
right parietal region was also decreased.

Logoclonia is known to be a relatively cha-
racteristic featur of the speech of patients with
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Alzheimer’s disease. As a general rule, logoclo-
nia is observed in the late stage of the disease
process, when the patients show lack of spon-
taneity and lose the abilities of daily activeties.
The present case was unique since extraordinary
amount of logoclonia was observed in relatively
early stage of the degenerative dementia with

135

respect to daily activeties. The occurence of
this conspicuous logoclonia is presumably attri-
butable to the combination of the pattern of
his linguistic disability as above mentioned and
well preserved willingness to comminucate the
enviornment.

(Japanese Journal of Neuropsychology 12 ; 129-135, 1996)



