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A case with prosopagnosia and cerebral achromatopsia due to
bilateral infarction of the posterior cerebral artery territories,
with special reference to covert recognition of familiar faces which
the patient was unable to identify overtly
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A case with prosopagnosia and cerebral ach-
romatopsia following bilateral infarction of the
posterior cerebral artery territories was reported.

Neuropsychological features observed in this
case were as follows :

1) Recognitin deficits of familiar faces were
severe and persistent.

2) There were some evidences that the patient
had covert recognition for familiar faces which
he was not able to identify overtly.

3) His ability to discriminate and learn un-

familiar faces was impaired mildiy.

4) The patient recognized visual stimuli other
than faces so well that it was safe to say that
his recognition deficit was almost face-specific.

5) Impairment of perception was only mild.

These features of prosopagnosia of our patient
indicated that this case corresponded to the
associative form of prosopagnosia. Covert reco-
gnition for familiar faces the patient was unable
to identify and its significance were discussed.

(Japanese Journal of Neuropsychology 11 ; 240-249, 1995)



