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A peculiar kind of agraphia due to degenerative processes
predominant in the right hemisphere
——comparison with apraxic agraphia—
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*Rehabilitation section, Tokyo Metropolitan Komagome Hospital
**Department of Neurology, Showa University School of Medicine
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We report a 57 year-old right-handed man
who showed peculiar agraphia. One summer
day in 1991, he noticed he was not able to tie
his tie and write his name and address when
he tried to write his personal history. He copied
the letters of his name and address laboriously
after he had typed them on a wordprocessor.
The first neurological examination in February,
1992, revealed asymmetrical (r<1) deep tendon
reflexes and a mild decrease in sensitivity of
the upper and lower limbs. Magnetic resonance
imaging revealed a diffuse atrophy, more pro-
minent in the right operculum, and an enla-
rgement of the right temporal horn of the late-
ral ventricle. 123]-SPECT disclosed a bilateral
hypoperfusion (r>1) on the parietal region. He
showed acalculia, constructive disorders and

dressing apraxia, and exhibited agraphia in

both hands. Sometimes he could not write a
single letter in either kanji or kana despite the
fact that he could explain its form orally and
chose it correctly -among several letters. His
writing was slow and effortful with hesitation
in spontaneous writing and dictation. Copying
was better than spontaneous writing or dicta-
tion, though he had some difficulty in copying
letters and complex figures. He typed on a
wordprocessor well and could draw pictures
spontaneously.

The characteristics of his agraphia much
more closely resembled “apraxic agraphia”, as
reported by Alexander et al (1992), than con-
structional agraphia or pure agraphia. Agraphia
in this patient might result partially from the
loss or unavailability of the memory of motor
patters necessary for writing letters.

(Japanese Journal of Neuropsychology 11 ; 196-205, 1995)



