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Changes of lexical organization in aphasic patients
——A study in semantic similarity judgements of animal words : Second report—

Hikaru Nakamura®, Rika Nakajima**, Toshihiko Hamanaka**
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*Dept. of Neuropsychiatry, Nagoya City University and Course of

Speech Pathology and Audiology, Nihon Chono Gengo Fukushi Gakuin
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***Gohool of Human Sciences, Sugiyama Jyogakuen University

The present study was second report which
examined lexical organization in aphasic patients
using semantic similarity judgements of nine
animal words (first report : Nakamura et al
1994). In study 1, subjects were 45 aphasics and
90 controls. Results were as follows : 1) The
performance of aphasic group was significantly
inferior to that of control group. 2)Systematic
relations were not observed between their perfor-
mances and aphasiological typology and fluency
of speech output. 3) The performance of low
comprehension aphasic group was distinctly

poorer than that of high comprehension aphasic
group. These results corresponded with findings
of other studies regarding lexical organization
in aphasics. Similarity judgements of aphasics
tended to be affected by phonological andgra-
phical information of stimuli. In study 2, 13 out
of 45 aphasics in study 1 retested after over-
five-month’s speech therapy. Some aphasics
who were recovering from comprehension diso-
rders, their performances improved. This sugge-
sted interactions between recovery from aphasia
and improvement of similarity judgements.

(Japanese Journal of Neuropsychology 11 ; 178-185, 1995)



