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Mechanisms underlying unilateral spatial neglect
——Representational theory—

Katsuhiko Takeda

Department of neurology, Mitsui memorial hospital

The definition of neglect as a representational
deficit has been revived by Bisiach and co-
workers on the basis of the experiments which
demonstrated that neglect is not confined to the
perceputal domain. During the last fifteen years,
motive for a representational explanation of
neglect has considerably increased. In essence
the theory states that mental representation is a

necessary prerequisite for achieving awareness
of space and objects. An impairement of the
capacity to construct mental images is the fun-
damental deficit responsible of neglect. After a
brief review of some case-studies which sho-
wed dissociations of neglect, I concluded neglect
is essentially a representational deficit.

(Japanese Jourual of Neuropsychology 11;95-99, 199%)



