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A case of transcortical sensory aphasia (TSA)
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We report a case of transcortical sensory
aphasia after hemorrhage in the left putamen.

Two weeks after onset, the patient showed
a marked loss of spontaneity and a language
disorder resembling global aphasia.

By the 110th day, she exhibited fluent para-
phasic speech with perseveration, echolalia, and
completion phenomenon. Comrehension of spo-
ken language was severely impaired.

However, repetition and the ability to per-
form oral reading associated with impaired
reading comprehension were preserved.

CT scan revealed left putaminal hemorrhage.

The lesions extended to the anterior white
matter of the anterior crus of the internal cap-
sule, the anterior white matter of the trigone
of the lateral ventricle, the globus pallidus, the

claustrum, the insula, the corona radiata, the
inferior surface of the superior temporal gyrus,
and partially to the orbital gyrus of the frontal
lobe.

We assumed that the TSA syndrome in this
case developed because permanent damage to
the fasciculus arcuatus by hematoma " and
edema could be avoided.

This case and our previous case of left pu-
taminal hemorrhage suggest that separate
aphasic syndromes may develope according to
the degree of expansion of the hematoma and
edema on the adjacent structures.

The poverty in his language activity might
be related to interruption of the pathway from
the prefrontal lobe to Broca’s area at the white

matter located next to the anterior horn.



