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Status epilepticus of speech disturbance
with deficits in narrative descourse

Kousuke Kanemoto

Utano National Hospital, Kansai Regional Epilepsy Center

A male businessman experienced paroxysmal
episodes of subtle speech desturbances without
any motor symptoms. Each episode lasted se-
veral hours averagely and amounted to a few
times per month. Linguistic examinations per-
formed in the course of these episodes failed
to reveal any clear-cut aphasic symptoms.
The patient could repeat sentences consisting
of more than five words ; impairment of verbal
comprehension was also minimal. In contrast,
to the examiner’s surprise, he showed great

difficulty
legend “Momotarou” when he was caught by

in telling a well-known Japanese

the seizures. Although he could provide infor-
mations about details of the legend when he
was asked, the legend as a whole could not be
reproduced squencially. We tried to explain
this deficits of narrative discourse by Sarno’s
concept of
closed head injury and point out similarities
between this deficits and that produced by
dorsolateral frontal lesion.

“subclinical aphasia disorder” in



