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Retrograde amnesia during transient global amnesia
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Two patients who met Hodges’ clinical cri-
teria for transient global amnesia (TGA) were
given anterograde and retrograde memory tests
during and after the attack. In one case (M.
Y.), a SPECT scan performed during TGA
showed a reduced blood flow confined to the
bilateral medial temporal lobes, more prominent
on the left, which resolved on the next day.

Their retrograde amnesia (R. A.) were as-
sessed several times during and once after the
episode. Autobiographical memory in both cases
and social memory in case L L were investi-
gated by informal questioning. In case M. Y.,
social memory was assessed using a part of
the questionnaire on famous public events in
Japanese life, consisting of 85 questions, five
for each of the 17 years from 1975 to 1991,
that had been developed by us.

In both cases the initial period of R.A. was
within several years in the domain of auto-
biographical and social memory. In M.Y,, the
extent of R.A. in autobiographical domain was
as long as that in social one during TGA.
Thus, we confirmed that the medial temporal
lobes must play an important role in retrie-
ving the events these few years in both auto-

vised. Psychological Corporation, New
York, 1987
biographical and social domains, which had

been reported in persistent amnesic cases with
the medial temporal lesions. At the recovery
state, almost all the events that had been for-
gotten gradually recovered according to tem-
poral gradient. The only one exception was
that the memory of the Gulf War recovered
earlier than that of the Prime Minister Kaifu
in I. I. This might be explained by his state-
ment that the Gulf War was extremely more
impressive than the Prime Minister Kaifu. In
addition,
existence of the events and secondly their con-

both cases firstly remembered the

tents, while recovering. This finding indicates
that the memory of events themselves may be
more easily accessible than their contents.

Even when they recovered from the R. A.
almost completely, definite anterograde amne-
sia still remained. Accordingly the severity of
anterograde amnesia is not an accurate index
of an acute phase of TGA, which may account
for variation of extent in reports of R. A.

We confirmed one of Goldenberg’'s results
that during TGA procedural memory could be
acquired and furthermore demonstrated that
priming effects could be also spared. This evi-
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dence is consistent with the finding obtained important role in procedural memory énd pri-
from previous persistent amnesic cases, that at ming effects.
least the hippocampal region dose not play an



