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Discussion on “focal symptoms in cerebral vascular disease and
neurodegenerative disease” from viewpoint of morphology

Masaaki Matsushita

Dept. of Neuropsychiatry, Faculty of Medicine, University of Tokyo

The author first expressed his opinions about
the morphological standpoints and meanings in
‘the neuropsychological studies and secondly
commented on papers in this symposia.

In the recent neuropsychological studies, mor-
phological changes are supposed to be present

by brain imagings such as CT, MRI, SPECT,

and PET, but we have to suspect whether fin-
dings of neuroimagings may really show struc-
tural and functional changes of the brains. The
author believed that symptoms of patients must
be finally related with findings of autopsied
brains. As an example of his belief, he demons-
trated a female patient of hysteria who showed
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many interesting symptoms of visual agnosia
with atrophy of the parietal region by pneu-
moencephalography, but revealed no abnormal-
ity by autopsy.

Secondly, as comments on papers in the
symposia, the author refered to methodological
meanings of grouping of cerebral vascular
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diseases, especially in the case of comparison
between groups of neurodegenerative diseases
and of cerebral vascular diseases. He doubted
whether cerebral vascular diseases are able to
be grouped into one type. From this viewpoint, .
he discussed on papers in the symposia.



