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Comparison of focal symptoms due to degenerative diseases
and cerebrovascular disease
——transcortical sensory aphasia—
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We investigated characteristics of transcor-
tical sensory aphasia due to various etiologies.
In aphasics of this type following cerebrovasc-
ular disease, diffuse atrophy or motor neuron
 disease with dementia, comprehension deficits
were not selective for words, words not com-
prehended were inconsistent, and some phone-
mic cue effects were observed in naming. Com-
pletion phenomena were also often observed. In

contrast, a selective and consistent impairment
in word comprehension without phonemic cue
effects in naming were observed in patients
with focal atrophy. Additionally, completion
phenomena for proverbs were totally absent,
while those for multiplication tables, serial
numbers and names of days were frequently
noted. These descrepancies between aphasic
symptoms with focal atrophy and with other
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diseases cannot be wholly explained by diffe- of focal atrophy with temporal predominance
rences in lesion location nor severities of apha- might selectively affect the semantic memory
sia. It is suggested that pathological processes system for language as a unit.



