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Slowly progressive aphasia due to the lesion in left frontal lobe :
' A case report

Hiroshi Yamaguchi*, Kazuhiro Saito**, Takumi Ikuta*,
Yasuhito Ishimoto®, Masao Okura*

*Department of Neuropsychiatry, School of Medicine, Tokushima University

**Department of Neuropsychiatry, Takamatsu City Hospital, Kagawa

A case of 76-year-old right handed female
suffered from slowly progressive aphasia was
reported. She showed paragrammatism at her
age of 71 y. 0. and transcortical motor aphasia
(TCMA) with the grammatical disturbance at
72-73 y. o.. She showed slight dysprosody and
her ability of auditory comprehension was not
severely disturbed. On her spontaneous speech
she required efforts to speak and show a dimi-
nished verbal outflow, but on her repetition she
could repeat the words consisted of 4~5 words.
The grammatical disturbance is characterized
by the misuse of the auxiliaries and the relati-
onal terms. But her speech does not -assume
“a telegram style” which appears during the

recovery of Braca's aphasia. Her orientation
and social behavior were intact and insight into
her verbal difficulties were present. Apraxia,
Agnosia and impaired memory were absent.
A hyperkinetic tendency, polyphagia, slight
personality change and a slight disturbance of
intelligence appeared together with mutism at
75y. o0.. On MRI, the whole of the frontal lobe
was found atrophic. I-IMP SPECT revealed
also decreased uptake in her left frontal lobe.
It was assumed that the lesions in left frontal
lobe might be pathogenetic of her aphasic di-
sturbance similar to TCMA with grammatical
disturbance.



