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Ideomotor apraxia and procedural memory

Naoyasu Motomura

Abteilung der Neurologie, RWTH Aachen, FRG
Department of Heallth Science, Osaka University of Education

Motor learning ability in patients with ideo-
motor apraxia (IMA) was investigated. Eight
patients with IMA, 8 with aphasia without IMA
and 8 normal control were participated in this
study. Each group was matched age, sex, edu-
cational level, severity of aphasia, the score of
Kimura’s recurring figure test and intelligence
test (HAWIE). The mirror aiming test, which
is thought to be a procedural memory task,

was performed and the total time, the number
of errors and error time were measured. Both
IMA and aphasic group revealed the learning
effect and there was not the interaction between
these four groups. These results suggest that
patients with IMA do not have procedural
memory disturbance, whose data is inconsistent
with Heilman's hypothesis.



