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Naming difficulty associated with the left inferior temporal lesion

Machiko Kezuka*, Mitsuru Kawamurax*
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We reported a patient, fifty-eight years old,
right-handed man with a lesion extending from
the anterior to the central part on the inferior
temporal lobe showing marked difficulty in
confrontation naming. He was with right upper
quadrant tests
demonstrated remarkable difficulty in confront-

anopsia. Neuropsychological
ation naming and in reading and writing words
in kanji. The naming difficulty was confined to
nouns and found in all the sensory modalities
of stimuli used (visual, auditory, tactile, and
olfactory). There was a clear dissociation bet-

ween confrontation naming and word finding,
the latter yielding better performance. This
seems to suggest that different neural systems
underlie confrontation naming and word finding.
In naming from nonverbal sounds, on the other
hand, the patient’s performance was better,
demonstrating his memory of noun itself to be
intact. The naming difficulty in the patient
could be interpreted as being caused by some
disturbances of the input to the memory of
nouns.



