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A T4-year-old right handed woman developed
mixed transcortical aphasia (MTCA) after an
infarction re-attack in November 1988. She
exhibited left homonymous hemianopia, left
hemisensori-motorparesis, left unilateral spatial
agnosia and visuoconstructive disorders. Single
Photon Emission Computed Tomography (SPE-
CT) showed a wide-spread lesion including
language areas in the ‘right hemisphere. Altho-
ugh spontaneous speech was totally absent, she
could repeat words and sentences with para-
graphic errors and distortion of sound. She

showed echolalia and completion phenomena.
Auditory comprehension, reading and writing
were markedly disturbed. Nevertheless without
comprehending the meaning of the words she
could read aloud. Her symptoms could not be
explained by the disconnection theory of Ges-
chwind where he proposed the intactness of
the language areas in MTCA. Considering that
some crossed aphasics show anomalous lan-
guage lateralization, it would seem that this
patient has the repetition ability in the right
hemisphere.



