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Logoclonia induced by spontaneous writing
in a case with nocturnal delirium

Kousuke Kanemoto*, Ryuuji Abe**

*Utano National Hospital, Kansai Regional Epilepsy Center

**Jtano National Hospital, Department of Thoracic Surgery

We reported a female patient with nocturnal
delirium caused by the pulmonary dysfunction.
The computerized tomography revealed neither
local lesion nor diffuse atrophy in the brain.
Because of the tracheotomy, the patient was
compelled to write for the communication with
others. In one of these confusional states, the
patient left written material.

The writing was characterized by logoclonia
composed exclusively of the last few letters of
phrases. In agreement with the writings in acute
confusional states described by Chédru et al

(1972), small grammatical words and endings
of verbs were affected. In contrast to the pre-
vious description, however, the phrases in ques-
tion repeated themselves even twenty two times
at their maximum ; the phrases perseverated
even at the expense of syntactical rules.

From these findings, we suggested that the
cognitive function in the nocturnal delirium was
impaired more deeply than that in other types
of the productive confusional states such as
twilight states (Dimmerzstand).



