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A 83-year-old right-handed male was admitted
to the Nagoya National Hospital because of
impaired consciousness of acute onset. An initial
neurological examination revealed that he was
found to be drowsy and have slight dysarthria
as well as mild right hemiparesis. One month
after the onset, he was alert and cooperative,
but severely aphasic : his conversational speech
was fluent and echolalic. Comprehension and
naming were severely impaired, while repetition
and reading were preserved. He exhibited ab-
normal patterns of behavior, such as attempting
to use objects presented to him or imitating the
examiner’s gestures although not instructed to
do so. These types of behavior are considered
to be the utilization and imitation behavior
described by Lhermitte (1983, 1986).

MRELHES FIBEIF

Cerebral CT and MRI revealed a discrete
left thalamic infarct involving primarily the
dorsomedial nucleus, ventral anterior nucleus,
internal medullary lamina and ventral lateral
nucleus. An I'3[MP-SPECT revealed significantly
decreased uptake in the left thalamus and in a
wide area of the left frontal lobe which included
the medial and orbital surfaces. Moderately
decreased perfusion was also observed in the
left temporal lobe.

The utilization behavior, imitation behavior
and mitigated echolalia observed in this case
were interpreted as release of parietal lobe
possibly resulting from secondary
impairment of frontal lobe inhibition caused by

activities,

lesion of the left thalamus which sent connective
fibers to the frontal lobe.



