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A Case with agraphia due to left parietal hemorrhage

Minoru Toyokura®, Koji Shigeno**, Keiichi Murakami*

*Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, Tokai University School of Medicine

**Izu Nirayama Onsen Hospital

A case with so-called “pure” agraphia follow-
ing left parietal hemorrhage was reported.

The patient was a 31-year-old right handed
man who was admitted to our hospital for
rehabilitation 6 weeks after stroke caused by
the rupture of arteriovenous malformation. On
admission, he was alert, attentive and fully
oriented. Neurological examination was normal
except for right hemianopsia. He had no weak-
ness or sensory disturbances. Tendon reflexes
were normal. Neuropsychological examination
revealed severe selective agraphia and dyscal-
culia. He had no aphasia or alexia. In addition,
he had no apraxia or agnosia, and construc-
tional ability was well preserved.

The characteristics of his agraphia were as
follows :

(Dsevere agraphia for either hand ; @marked
difficulty in spontaneous writing, dication and

written naming ; ®normal copying of letters ;
@no discrepancy of ability between Kana- and
Kanji-writing ; ®preseved knowledge of mean-
ing or other ways of reading the Kanji-letters
which he could not write ; ®inability to des-
cribe the Busyu of the Kanji-letters which he
could not write ; @ability to write letters, imme-
diately after watching the examiner, which he
could not write at first, but failure to write
them again after a few minutes ; ®no effect of
auditory cues such as teaching him the Busyu
or meaning of Kanji-letters to facilitate writing;
@his ability in writing facilitated only by
visual cues. He described his agraphia as
not being able to recall the graphemes. The
findings mentioned adove suggested that his
agraphia was caused by a disorder in recollec-
tion of graphemes.



