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A case with left unilateral neglect drew his right hand twice

Mitsuko Nakano

Dept. of Neurology, Juntendo University School of Medicine

A patient with left unilateral spatial neglect
who drew his right hand twice in his portrait
had been observed. The patient was the 64-
year-old, right handed male with miner left
hemiparalysis secondary to multiple infarction
sustained in May 1979. His verbal comunication
was complete. He revealed emotional stability.
But he had much trouble regarding activities
in daily life because of his remarkable left uni-
lateral spatial neglect.

On admission to the hospital in August 1979,
he collided into things on the left side of his
body. He never made left turns while transpor-
ting himself in the ward. He usually missed food
served on the left side of the table, nor did he
shave the left side of his face. During the 4
months hospitalization he was examined psycho-
logically as well as medically and was placed
on a rehabilitation program designed to imp-
rove left unilateral spatial neglect. He revealed
the presence of homonymous lower left quadra-
ntic hemianopsia conducted on the Goldmann’s
perimeter. He has normal eyesight by wearing
glasses. He exhibited VIQ of 90, PIQ of 69

(WAIS). CT scan of the brain without contrast™

revealed the presence of a more serious atrophy
in the right hemisphere than in the left, and the
presence of the large region involving parietal,
temporal, and occipital lobes as well as the in-
ternal capsules was also observed.

The period of training frequency was twice
a week during in hospital. He achieved an out-
standing improvement in the training such as
cansallation of the target in which paying atte-
ntion to the left side was simply required for
perfect performance. He improved daily life
activities also. However he drew the right hand
repeatedly at the tip of his right hand already
drawn in his portrait. He also made the large
blank space on the left part of the paper and
missed the left side of the picture when he drew
scenery without viewing.

This phenomenon suggests that he not only
neglects left unilateral space but also the left
half side of his mentally reconstructed image is
waning. This reveals how he is attentive not
to escape his notice in the left side during his
drawing, although his mentally reconstructed
image is not recovered yet.



