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A case with paroxysmal palilalia

Kousuke Kanemoto

Utano National Hospital, Kansai Regional Epilepsy Center

We reported a case with paroxysmal palilalia.
A 45-year-old man experienced the first seizure
at the age of sixteen. He had had generalized
tonic-clonic convulsion several times a year for
the first four years. At the age of twenty, sei-
zures with paroxysmal palilalia started. During
the seizures, he repeated dozens of “I'm restor-
ed”. He was fully aware of what happened, but

could not check himself. Circling movements,
motor agitation and humming preceded the pa-
roxysmal palilalia at times. On occasion, the
volume of repeated phrases became louder and
louder. although the loud yells, on such occas-
ions, sounded very aggressive, no corresponding
emotions were felt by the patient.

The conscious experience of verbal repeti-
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tions in the current case occupied the interme-
diate position between conscious experience of
repetitions of meaningless sounds and uncons-
cious repetitions of sentences. While the former
type of paroxysmal palilalia is characteristic of
seizures with supplementary motor origin, sei-
zures with hippocampal origin produce the la-
tter type of paroxysmal palilalia.
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The clinical constellation in the current case
such as conscious motor agitation, conscious
palilalia and cluster of brief seizures suggests
frontal origin of seizures. In addition, the gra-
dual augmentation of the volume of palilalia
also supports this assumption, if it is identified
with crescendo phenomena, which Kretchmer re-
garded as a symptom of orbito-frontal lesions.



