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A case of suspected temporal lobe Pick’s disease
with “Gogi” aphasia and asymbolia in cognition and behavior

Sumiko Koike*, Naoki Ito**, Shuichi Yasumura**,

Reiko Iwabuchi* Mari Homma* *

*Division of Speech Therapy, Nakamura Memorial Hospital

* *Department of Neurology, Nakamura Memorial Hospital

A case of progressive “Gogi (word meaning)”
aphasia and semantic memory impairment in
caused by bilateral,
predominantly right temporal lobe degeneration
was reported.

A 56-year-old right-handed man started to
have prosopagnosia and amusia at the age of

cognition and behavior,

54, followed by auditory agnosia and anomia
for proper nouns. At 55 he began to have “Go-
gi” aphasia, object agnosia, disturbances of gu-
statory and olfactory recognition, and difficulty
of using objects. At 56 he was noted to have
mild amnesia. But his orientation, social beha-
vior and insight’into his deficits were intact.

CT scan and MRI showed a marked bilater-
al temporal lobe atrophy, more on the right.
SPECT showed a marked decrease of blood
flow in the same areas. A tentative diagnosis
of Pick’s disease was made.

Compared with the reported cases of slowly
progressive aphasia with left temporal lobe
involvment, the present case with more involve-
ment of the right temporal lobe showed semantic
memory impairment of multiple modalities in
addition to language function. The basis of
these disturbances was considered to be a
disintegration of multiple symbolic functions
(asymbolia).



