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Prosopagnosia (disability to recognize fami-

liar faces) is restricted to visual modality. We
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examined neuropsychologically a right-handed
59-year-old man who exhibited impairment of
recognition not only of faces but also of voices
and names of familiar persons. The patient was
able to recognize with certainty only 4 out of
8 faces, only 1 out of 6 voices and 4 out of §
proper names of his family members and rela-
tives. He could neither name nor choose any of
the photographed faces of 20 famous persons.
His performances in discriminating and learning
a set of unfamiliar faces as well as geome-
trical figures were not significantly impaired.
Memory for personal and social events in the
recent and remote past was well preserved.
WAIS-TIQ (VIQ/PIQ) was 96 (94/99). Other-
wise, difficulty to some degree in naming obje-
cts (esp. animate objects) and simultagnosic
tendency were confirmed. These findings rema-

HELHEYE HEEE2E

ined unchanged for one year. MRI and IMP-
SPECT revealed  moderate atrophy and reduc-
tion of regional blood flow in the right tempo-
ral lobe, PET (FDG) visualizing marked re-
duction of glucese metabolism in the same area
as well as mild reduction in the left temporo-
parietal lobe.

This case represents a modality-independent
and selective type of amnesia for familiar per-
sons caused by predominantly. right temporal
dysfunction, of which few cases have been re-
ported (Kapur et al, 1986 ; Ellis et al, 1989).
Tyrrell et al (1990) reported a case with a
twelve year progressive history of prosopag-
nosia, in whom other intellectual skill was pre-
served and the PET revealed an area of right
temporal lobe hypometabolism. Our case was
similar to Tyrrell’'s case in some points.



