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Clinical features of jargon aphasia
——Comparison with Wernicke’s aphasia——-

Keiko Sugimoto*, Hiroaki Yamaguchi*, Hiroko Terada®, Takenori Yamaguchi**
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This study was carried out in aphasic patients
to clarify the frequency and baseline characte-
ristics of jargon aphasics. Jargon aphasia was
classified into three subtypes . undifferenciated,
neologistic and semantic jargons.

1. Frequency

Nine (4%) of 229 consecutive aphasic patients
examined within one month of stroke onset,
met the criteria for jargon aphasia. In five
(29%) of them, jargon was still present three
months or more after onset.

2. Baseline characteristics

Comparison of ‘baseline characteristics was
made between eight patients with jargon aphasia
and 11 patients with severe Wernicke’s aphasia
selected from 447 aphasic patients examined at
the chronic stage. There were no differences

in age and lesion size between two groups.
Contralateral ischemic lesions were found in
three of five neologistic jargon aphasics, but
only in one of 11 patients with Wernicke’s
aphasia. Lesion in jargon aphasias located ma-
inly in the superior temporal gyrus occasionally
expanding to the supramarginal and angular
gyri, which was not much different from the
distribution of lesion in Wernicke’s aphasics. In
Wernicke’s aphasics, however, the lesion tended
to involve the deep white matter of the parietal
lobe.

One of undifferenciated jargon aphasics was
Japanese-Korean bilingual, suggesting its cont-
ribution to the development of this type‘ of
jargon.



