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Importance of the pure case study in neuropsychology

Juro Kawachi

Science of Human Behavior Section, College of Arts and Sciences, The University of Tokyo

The pure case study has been criticized for
the rarity'of the cases in spite of the great
contributions te the development of neuropsy-
chology. With increasing number of such case
reports, the cliscrepancy among cases has raised
further problems in the significance of the pure
case study. Those problems might possibly be
derived from the individual variability in the
brain anatomy shown by recent studies such as
Ono et al (1990) and Steinmetz et al (1990).

As the positive contribution of the pure case
study, it’s possibility to integrate the gross bra-
in study to the basic brain science such as the
neuroanatomy and the neuropysiology was de-
monstrated by recent cases including the supe-
rior altitudinal hemianopia without achromato-
psia (Bogousslavsky et al, 1987) and .selective
loss of visual motion perception (Zihl et al,
1983 1991).



