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Utility and restriction on group study in clinical neuropsychology

Kei Hojo*

*Department of Neurology, Aomori Rosai Hospital

The contribution of the group study approach
in clinical neuropsychology is assessed, giving
an example of left unilateral spatial neglect.
Although group study approach and single case
study method have both merits and demerits,
they are in complementary relation each other.
In group studies, there are many limitations and
confounding factors including heterogeneity of
the disorders of the neurological patients, prob-
lems inherent in the methods of psychometric

tests and analysis used, and averaged data which
eliminate individual differences and subtle nua-
nces. It is argued that, despite these problems,
the group study approach is the most prospec-
tive clinical neuropsychological technique for
providing information on the development of
more refined psychometric procedures, classific-
ation and grouping of symptoms, and the fixed
outlook for patient’s clinical examination.



