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Personality of typical Gogi (word meaning) aphasics

Hirotaka Tanabe

Department of Neuropsychiatry, Osaka University Medical School

Typical features of “Gogi” (word meaning)
aphasia (Imura, 1967) have so far been describ-
ed only in patients with lobar atrophy in the
left temporal lobe. Gogi aphasia is a kind of
transcortical sensory aphasia characterized by
a selective impairment of semantic memory for
words with a marked contrast between preserved
processing of kana and disturbed processing of
kanji.

We experienced 7 typical cases of Gogi ap-
hasia with lobar atrophy in the left anterior
temporal lobe and noticed their common perso-
nality. They were cooperative and exhibited
goodrapport with us. They were tame and amia-
ble without apparent anterior cortical symptoms
such as distractability, disinhibition and aspon-
taneity. Thus, their personality was not disso-
lved but a distinct change was noted in 5 of
them at least : mild from strict or extravert from
intravert. Except for one case (H. I) in which
degradation of the word meaning representati-
ons was not so severe, they were not seriously
concerned about their language difficulty, altho-
ugh they superficially complained of not reme-
mbering names of articles or persons and not

understanding what others said.

On the other hand, 6 cases of lobar atrophy
with frontal predominance and one atypical
case of lobar atrophy (H. K) with accentuation
in the right superior temporal gyrus ihcluding
the posterior part ususally spared in Pick’s dis-
ease did not have Gogi aphasia and exhibited a
distinct dissolution of personality ; restlessness
& disinhibition or apathy & aspontaneity. Their
insight into disease was also completely lack.

There was no significant difference between
the mean duration of disease of the patients
with and without Gogi aphasia . 4 and 2.7 years
respectively. These findings suggest the follow-
ings . 1) typical features of Gogi aphasia are
observed in cases of lobar atrophy with accen-
tuation in the left anterior temporal lobe. 2)
Typical cases of Gogi aphasia, namely patients
in the stage of lobar atrophy or Pick’s disease
where typical features of Gogi aphasia were
not contaminated by other symptoms have a
peculier personality probably and partly related
to bilateral damage to amygdala ; tame and
amiable without serious concern for their defi-
cits.



