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Differentiating aphasic patients from demented
patients using a series of neuropsychological tests
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The performance of 93 patients with aphasia
and 91 patients with mild to moderate dementia
(52 for dementia of Alzheimers’s type, 39 for
vascular dementia) were investigated using a
series of neuropsychological tests covering four
broad areas :
function and visuospatial functions. In order to
examine the best subtests in the battery for
discriminating aphasia patients from dementia
patients, a discriminant function analysis was
conducted. Major findings include the following :

(1) Using the discriminant function analysis, it

orientation, memory, linguistic

was possible to differentiate patients with aphasia

from patients with dementia with 95. 7% accuracy
and patients with aphasia from patients with
vascular dementia with 93.2% accuracy. These
results confirmed the sensitivity of the test bat-
tery in differentiating aphasia from dementia.
(2) Seven best subtests found to be sensitive
in discriminating aphasia patients from dementia
patients were : Line Orientation, Tactile Form
Perception, Sentence Repetition, Face Recog-
nition, Three-Dimensional Block Construction,
Oral Reading and Clock Setting.

(8) Clinical implications of these seven tests
were discussed.



