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Perseverations in Confusional states following complex focal seizures

Kousuke Kanemoto

Utano National Hospital, Kansai Regional Epilepsy Center

Sixty five postictal confusional states follow-
ing complex focal seizures in fourteen temporal
lobe epileptics were examined. We analysed the
results of confrontation namings with special
attention to the correlation between persevera-
tions and paraphasias. Perseverative responses
were subdivided into four categories : perseve-
ration, post-stimulus, delayed type (PPSD) .
perseveration, post-stimulus, immediate type
(PPSD) ; perseveration, post-response (PPR) ;
continuous perseveration (CP). PPSD correspo-
nded to “intrusion” proposed by Fuld et al.
(1982), PPR to “ideational perseveration” of
(1966), and CP to “clonic
perseveration” of Lipmann (1905). Correlative

Freemann et al.

coefficients revealed significant correlations
between PPSD and CP as well as between PP-
SI and PPR. The former pair of perseverative
responses was closely associated with irrelevant
paraphasias, that -is, paraphasias semantically
unrelated to the target word, while the latter
pair was tightly connected with monemic para-
phasias, formal nominal paraphasias, and neolo-
gisms, all of which constituted the main com-
ponents of clang association. As a provisional
hypothesis, direct effects of proactive interfere-
nce were proposed as a basis of the former
pair of perseverations and impairments of ret-
rieval process were suggested as a basis of
the latter pair of perseveration.



