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Long-term process of speech discrimination disorders in pure

word deafness

Masako Notoya*, Shigetada Suzuki*, Mituru Furukawa*, Hideaki Enokido**
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A neuropsychological long-term study of a
female case who had suffered from pure word
deafness associated Landau-Kleffner syndrome
was reéported. The patient developed this syn-
drome at age 4. We could follow up her by
20. The followings became clear after the inves-
tigation : (Dher auditory defect did not improve
significantly even by 20. (2)she couldn’t identify
both vowels and consonant-vowel syllables at
the early stage. (3)later, she showed no difficulty
in vowel, however, consonant discrimination score

improved hardly. (4her error in consonants was
unioque in that she made no mistake in discri-
minating between voiced and voiceless group,
however, she had most difficulties with identi-
fying within each group. These findings led to
the following conclusions ; (1)it was suggested
that the patient is unable to recognize short
duration time of consonant part because of in-
sensibility to loudness and defect of temporal
resolution. (2)her disorders had few change for
16 years, however, changed qualitatively.



