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Slowly progressive aphasia with motor speech
disorders as an initial symptom
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The University of Tokyo
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Two right-handed patients manifested slowly
progressive language disturbance with motor
speech disorders as an initial symptom without
additional intellectual and behavioral distur-
bances. The speech and language functions of
each case was evaluted and followed up for
about two years. Results were as follows !

(1) At the early stage of the disease, exami-
language disturbance
with exception of a severe breakdown of word-

nations revealed mild

recalling under an initial sound cue.

(2) Speech disturbance was observed in all
aspects including voice, prosody, and articula-
tion-resonance. The pattern of the disturbance

appeared to represent mixed features of both
apraxia of speech and different types of dys-
arthric  speech (pseudobulbar palsy,
disease, and Parkinson’s disease).

(3) Progresseive deterioration occurred in all
aspects throughout the course of the disease.

ataxic

They eventually developed severe impairment
in language, speech, articulatory movements,
intellectual functions, etc.

(4) Computed tomographic (CT) scan demo-
nstrated minor low density areas in the white
matter of bilateral frontal regions in both patie-
nts.



