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A Case with a severe difficulty of intentional phonation.
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A case with a severe difficulty of intentional
phonation, including whispering, is reported.

A 56-year-old woman almost completely lost
her control of intentional phonation after suf-
fered a cerebral infarction, although she could
phonate under autmatic conditions and/or with
emotional expression.

No organic change or limitation was found
in her vocal cords. The possibility that her dys-
phonia might be psycogenic was ruled out be-
cause of the perfect closure of her glottis and
the absense of whispering.

" The dissociation between intentional and au-

tomatic phonation and the inconsistency in in-
phonation suggested that this was
“apraxia” of phonation.

tentional

“There were at least two situation in which
she could not phonate in spite of her intention,
i. e. either she only exhale without closure of
the glottis or she only close the glottis without
exhalation.

Therefore this dysphonia could be attributa-
ble to incoordination of exhalation and closure
of the glottis.



