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Dementia and stereotyped behavior  Pick’s disease and others

Katsuro Takahashi

Department of Psychiatry, Nagasaki Chuo National Hospital

Seven cases presenting varied stereotyped
behaviors, two autopsied Pick’s disease, two
clinical Pick’s disease, two head trauma and
one subcortical infarction, were described and
the occurrence and nature of the symptoms,
especially in association with dementia, were
investigated. The results were as follows ; 1) the
onset of repetition phenomenon as the essential
factor of stereotyped behavior in Pick’s disease
had no relation to dementia . 2) the regression
processes from organized activities with ideo-
affective contents and any intentional value to
automatic, mechanical and elementary activities
of the stereotyped behaviors in Pick’s disease
paralleled the degree of dementia . 3) stereoty-
ped behaviors could be produced with any lesion

in frontal, temporal or subcortical nuclei. Then,
it was supposed that 1) stereotyed behavior
generally implicated the lesion involeving the
frontosubcortical or temporosubcortical pathway,
2) the repetition phenomenon of stereotyped be-
havior was a released manifestation of phyloge-
netically ancient mechanism, i.e. subcortical
nuclei (striatum and so on), secondary to fron-
tal and/or temporal lobe dysfunction, which
could be explained from a Jacksonistic point
of view, and 3) semiological variety of stereoty-
ped behavior supported the concept of the pa-
rallel organization of functionally segregated
circuits linking cortex, basal ganglia and thala-
mus (Alexander et al, 1990).



