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A case of associative visual agnosia without alexia

Tatsuo Shimomura

Department of Neurology, Iwate Prefectural Central Hospital

A case of associative visual agnosia without
alexia caused by the bilateral temporo-occipital
lesions was reported. The patient was a right-
handed male. At age 57, he developed alexia
with agraphia following left posterior inferior
temporal subcortical hemorrhage. Two months
later, alexia had disappeared but agraphia for
Kanji was remained. At age 59, he was admit-
ted to our hospital because of the inability to
discriminate common objects and familiar faces
after head trauma. Neurological findings revea-
led no significant deficits except visual field
disturbance. Neuropshchological findings revea-

led classical associative visual agnosia, proso-
pagnosia, color agnosia, agraphia for Kanji and
slight alexia. One month later, alexia disap-
peared but other symptoms remained. CT scan
and MRI revealed bilateral temporo-occiptal
lesions (including inferior longitudinal fasciculi)
sparing the corpus callosum.

From the clinical facts and the neuroradiolo-
gical findings, we suggested that bilateral occi-
pto-temporal disconnection (visual-limbic disco-
nection) accounted for the patient’s associative
visual agnosia.



