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A difference in production between nouns and verbs in aphasia

Yoshiji Kojima, Hiroshi Ryu, Kenichi Uemura,

Tetsuo Yokoyama and Yoko Imamura

Department of Neurosurgery, Hamamatsu University, School of Medicine

Recent reports on unusual difficulty with verbs
in Broca’s or agrammatic aphasias have only
dealt with nonfluent patients. The purpose of
our present study is to examine differences in
the difficulty of producing nouns and verbs in
various aphasias. The subjects contained 50
patients with nonfluent aphasias (25 with Bro-
ca’s, 13 with transcortical motor and 12 with
global aphasia), 72 with fluent aphasias (34 with
amnestic, 28 with Wernicke’s, 7 with transcorti-
cal sensory and 3 with conduction aphasia) and
20 with unclassified aphasias. The number of
nouns and that of verbs were compared. Oral
responses to three subtests of the Standard
Language Test of Aphasia (SLTA), namely

object naming (No. 5), description of behaviors
(No. 7) and explanation of a -pecture story
{No. 8) were compared. Although many aphasics
showed similar difficulties for nouns and verbs,
some nonfluent aphasics showed a more diffi-
culty for verbs, while some fluent aphasics
showed it for nouns. We presented two cases
of fluent aphasics, showing marked dissociation
in speech production.

It was suggested that the effects of linguistic
and pragmatic differences between nouns and
verbs upon aphasic speech are different among
various types of aphasia. We emphasized that
psycholinguistic model of word retrieval process-
es should be related to this difference.



