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Two cases of neologistic jargon aphasia
———A neuropsychological study——

Mitsuko Shindo, Kimitaka Kaga, Toshihiro Tsuzuku,
Yoshiko Hashimoto and Yoshisato Tanaka

DepartmentAof Otorhinolaryngology, Teikyo University School of Medicine

Two cases of neologistic jargon aphasia with
left temporo-parietal lesions are reported. A
65-year-old right-handed woman developed a
neologistic jargon aphasia in which her speech
consisted of many empty phrases, neologisms,
and paraphasia, of rapid rate with normal or
exaggerated prosody and a tendency to produce
lengthy responses, often referred to as “pressure
of speech”. CT-findings showed a large-size
lesion more in the left parietal than in the left
temporal region. The other case, a 62-year-old
right-handed man, developed a neologistic jargon
aphasia in which his speech was characterized
by many neologisms, empty phrases, and para-
phasias. In particular, his neologisms demonst-

rated the so-called “stereotypic pattrn of allite-
ration and assonance” (sequential repetition of
various phonological segments) with exaggerated
or foreign prosody. CT-findings showed a large-
size lesion more in the left temporal than in
the left parietal region.

In considering the location of these lesions
as a source of neologism, we note that Kertesz
has suggested that neologistic jargon is the
result of the disinhibition or the loss of (inner)
auditory monitoring of a phonological and
lexical selection system of the brain, and also
suggested that the type of jargon was different
according to the region of the lesion.



