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MEOHEY: HEBE1H

Therapy for kana writing impairment in aphasic patients

Hisako Monoi

Tokyo Metropolitan Geriatric Hospital

Three levels of processing kana characters
in writing are assumed. They are the moraic
segmentation level (separation of a word into
its component sound units or morae), the
moraic identification
each mora-sized sound component of a word),
and the sound-kana correspondence level.

In all the left hemisphere aphasic patients

level (identification of

studied in this investigation, the moraic seg-
mentation ability tends to be spared, while in
some right hemisphere aphasic patients, this
ability is impaired.

Performances of aphasic patients on the mo-
raic identification as well as the sound-kana
correspondence, regardless of the side of the

brain lesion, were found to distribute over the
wide range from severe disturbance to normal
performance, and a significant correlation was
observed between these two abilitjes.

The step-by-step procedures for the kana
therapy for three aphasic patients with impair-
ment at the three different levels of kana pro-
cessing, respectively, were described and their
progress reported.

These findings appeared to indicate that it
is crucial for clinicians to assess each patient’s
ability at each of these three levels of kana
processing so as to be able to specify the most
appropriate therapy program for him/her.



