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Impairment of narrative production ability in patients with dementia
——A study based on the Picture Description Task——

Naoko Sakuma?*,
Youko Fukusako**,

Sumiko Sasanuma*,

Toshiko Watamori*,
Motonobu Itho***

*Section of Communication Research, Department of Rehabilitation, Tokyo Metropolitan

Institute of Gerontology

**Research Institute of Logopedics and Phoniatrics, Faculty of Medicine, University of Tokyo

***Yokohama Rihabilitation Center

Narrative production ability in dementia was
studied by having 72 patients with mild to mo-
derate dementia orally describe a situational
picture. Seventy-two healthy adults matched
with the dementia patients in terms of age, sex
and years of education served as the control
subjects. Analyses were made of six variables
considered to reflect efficiency and appropria-
teness aspects of narrative production . (1) the
amount of information conveyed, (2) the number
of constituent parts of the picture referred to,
(3) the number of relevant and irrelevant descri-
ptions, (4) efficiency of description, (5) appropria-
teness of expressions, and (6) sentence structu-

res used.

The dementia patients were significantly infe-
rior to the control subjects in all of the above
variables, with the following major findings : (1)
the amount of information and efficiency of
description (variables 1 and 4) contributed most
in discriminating between the dementia patients
and the control subjects, (2) these two variables
were significantly correlated with the severity
of dementia, and (3) the patients with SDAT
showed a greater degree of redundancy in de-
scription, as measured by instances of repeating
old information, than the patients with vascular
dementia.



