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A case of head injury with some interesting speech symptoms
—— Crescendo phenomenon, speech iteration, etc.—
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A case of posttraumatic dementia caused by
head injury in traffic accident is reported, in
which some interesting speech symptoms were
observed including crescendo phenomenon,
speech iteration, echolalia and neologism. The
speech of the patient usually began at a normal
volume and then gradually became louder, ending
at the top of his voice. This speech symptom was
regarded as crescendo phenomenon originally
described as a part of orbital brain syndrome by

Kretschmer (1949, 1956). The speech iteration
was always observed during speech production
but its nature changed considerably during evolu-
tion. It was regarded as a variant of palilalia in
the acute stage and as a type of verbigeration
(Kahlbaum, 1874) in the chronic stage.
Symptomatological implications of crescendo
phenomenon and speech iteration were discussed
especially.



